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DOROTHY STOCKBRIDGE

- Stall Witer

ne of Sarasota’s oldest neigh-
borhoods is struggling to re-
tain its identity. Morrill, Lay-
rel and Oak ‘streets, between
Orange and Osprey avenues,
- was a popular place to live in Sarasota’s
booming 1920s. Not only was it close to
- downtown and the bayfront but it had its
own neighborhood shopping area at Little
Five Points (Herald Square)

Several apartment buildings offered
housing. Comfortable cottages and a few
spacious homes joined the Morrill Street
home that Scottish pioneer J. Hamilton
Gillespie prepared for his bride (his second
wife, Blanche) in 1905 Deévelopers de-
stroyed that historic house, which had
been the Prew Schéol building for many
years, in 1984 to make way for multi-
family units that were never started. Ex-
cept for a few old o the land his been
leveled in preparation for blacktoppinig &
GTE/Fiorida parking lot on the site

Laurel and Oak streets have fared bet-
ter

“Laurel is really a nice street. Several
properties have been bought and remod-
eled. We feel the neighborhood is on the
upswing."” said Pam Clements

She and her archijess husband, Craig,
have been doing some work on their two-
story 1923 Mediterranean house, which,

GHBORHOODS

they believe w
They moved in
sure they'd stay u

built by Owen Burns
ars ago and weren't
til they saw positive
signs that problem properties were start-
ing to be fixed uj

“We love the neighborhood, except for a
few negative properties We're in the cen-
ter of Sarasota in an area with lnts of old
trees.” she said. “We hoth love older styles
and this house is extremely solid. We still
need to refinish the wood floors and
change some of the 5. The house
b ur bedrooms, a fireplace and in-
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Newcomer Brian Melnnis said the trees
and the “nice little neighborhood™” attract-
ed him and his wife to Laurel Street

“"The neighborhood is one of the few in
Sarasots with real character” he said
“Most of the houses in here do have
problems from neglect and termites but
we're fortunate to be surrounded by hous
es that are well-maintained.”

Melnnis found that fixing up his house
wis & major project because some termite.

damaged framing had to be replaced. The
stucco-over-frame house was moved to the
area in the 19208 from east of Sarasota,
Melnnis replaced some windows with a
series of Frerich doors and has tried to
duplicate older Spanish detailing, :

Jeff Harris is another young person
attracted to the area by its location, affor-
dability and mature trees,

“There were mostly elderly people (in
the neighborhood) 12 years ago. That's
changing slowly,” Harris said. “I see a
feeling of community - the older residents
cheering on our renovation work.”

I Harnis and his sister, Susan, bought two

| run-down Oak Street houses that needed a

| complete rehabilitation from foundation
to roof. One of the houses had been con-
demned and the roof was about to cave in
With his building skills and the help of
several friends, Harris has returned some
charm to the two-bedroom, 1,000-square-
foot houses.

To give his house more light, Harris tore
out the ceiling and now has a cathedral
ceiling with rafters and & new skylight, He
enlarged one window and replaced anoth-
er with a bay-window breakfast area. The
larger bedroom got a skylight and French
doors opening to a private deck. He added
a dormer window to the kitchen and re.
placed aii the cabineiry. The house got
new wiring, plumbing, windows and roof.
The side yard has become part of the
living area with the ‘addition of a wood
deck with a bricked area and lots of

|
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. Laurel and Oak Residents
Look to a Positive’_ Future
* Boosters of Close-In Neighborhood

See a New Interest in Their Location

- o -

Spanish Oaks Apartments have been refurbished an

d are listed with Merrill Lynch for $850,000.

Craig, Pam Clements are working on their 1923 Mediterranean-style home.

landscaping. There's no grass now but the
yard has a jungle look, which Harris' wife.
elly, says attracts birds and squirrels
“Everything we need is five minutes
away, downtown, We like the docal busi-
ness people.” Harrid said. “The guys at

. Adams and Houser (hardware store on

the existing homes had been d

State Street) helped with the renovation
problems.” .
e e o

Five years ago, when the neighborhood
seemed threatened by plans for high-den- «
Sity, six-story apartments, Harris and
some neighbors formed the Morrill-Mound
Neighharhaod * Asensiation
president since the start.

“Luckily, the economy was such that

said Harris, who has found city govern-
ment supportive. “Neighborhoods that
border downtown are an as: If they are
destroyed: evervone suffers,

Again, with support from. the city, the
association recently squelched the idea of
turning Oak Street into u main east-west
artery. Two association members have
worked to insure park-like beautification
for the parking lot that is going in where
the Prew School stood. Morrill Street,
standing on thé edge of commercial devel.
opment, continaes to be a problem, Harris
said, because landlords are holding prop-
erty for possible future development,
rather than improving the existing hous.
n

Harris believes there are people who
would invest in improving the housing
along Morrillif zoning decisions supported

l residential u

the plans ran into problems before any of

se. Harris is en-

couraged by the transition to professional
offices on Osprey, especially the renova.
tion of an ey house by architect
Ramphal Sarasota’ Magazine office at
Oak Street and Osprey is new. too, and he
also likes the colorful Herald Square reng
vation.

Neighbors turned out with their favor-
ite dishes for a block party last Sunday
afternoon on Ohio Place. between Cherry
Lane and Oak Street

Kelly Harris, a nurse by p
she'd ike the neighborhoo
become a support system that pesp
rely on.

“We want to survey the needs of cur
elderly, our single-parent families and
ers who might need help in an e
cy," she said.
focus on the good things about the neigh-
borhood - the charm and community feel-

assog

gen
“The association is trying to

ing, rather than the buildings we have _

lost.
e s @

Dr. Livingston Otis has won two awards:
for his renovation. of a 1926 Oak Street
cottage into the Sarasota Counseling Cen-
ter.‘He bought the house in 1951 and his
project was one of the first to apply for
variances available to older, historic build-
ings. Otis said the house probably cost
$1.000 to build from $5 Sears Roebuck

lans, biit he learned that renovating can

expensive.  °

"it's such a pleasant neighborhhood
With some very nice renovations now hap-
pening, the neighborhood is really improv-

&

Sarasota Counseling Center has won two renovation awards

few areds wher
Otis n

mg. It's one of the
t night

feel safe walking

{ay tile Tiles trim the parapets of
roof. Entry facades on the court-

framed' by exposed pecks
nd stuceo columns with flat
capitals’ Thomas Reed Martin, a

early Sarasota architect, is be-
ave designed the building. Mar.
i and many other well-known
Sarasotans lived at the Katahdin Court in
the early "20s. but by 1928, when the
Florida boom had burst, the apartments
were being advertised for $50 a month for
the November-to-May season

Besides Logan and Currin. some well-
known partners on the project were Char-
Lie- Pickett, Clarence Hitchings and Alice
R who all had ties then with the Bank
of Sarasota

The city planning department’s new as-
sociate planner and historic specialist, Al-
bert Gonzalez, said it was only natural to
look in this early Sarasota neighborhood
for a place to live. He moved into a 1925
apartment building, the eight-unit El
Dorado on Ohio Piace, which boasts iarge
TOOImS.

d this area when 1 was driving
through it it was close to the water and to
Continued on 121

. “



Over 200 Adult Homeowners
are already loving it!

(JarJen Lakes offers 2 truily relaxed Florida lifestyle
in a park-like atmosphere. Nearby shopping con-
venience, electronic security, a clubhouse for indoor
activities, tennis, a heated pool and shuffleboard
are just a few of the gracious amenities owners enjoy.
And now, SAVE ON PRECONSTRUCTION
L PRICES! Just one more reason you'll love
living at Garden Lakes.

SR

Model C:mer open weekdays 9 am to 6 pm,
Sundays 10 am to 6 pm.
On St. Rd. ‘”0 between New 301 & 1.75

LIC. CGCO21907

753-6741
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THE COMMUNITY HOME BUILDER

from 40

commiunity

the 1!
the neighborhood

driveway.

their house
nmpiay-u Elaine Taylor can mu nme

Thenksgiving meal program
out for the block party and they think the
“hood will mupw( Um new Pineapple Parfai at

Herald

past.
“It was a grand neighborhood. Our children had &
-| good time ing up here,” she said. “Later, there
vu-mﬁ:mtmmnfn-nnm-bmmy
nnmncnmanodmnzlnlh wu.h

ot of nice improvements.”
Th- T.lylnra h-nuhmln-ﬂmp-nm neighbor-
hood affairs, turning out at commission and planning
board meetings that affect their area. They've encour-

families

version of the old drug:

atnr-ﬁ !ounum I.Iu!. ou.-uw-d the same location in

even more semiority in
the Taylors. Her father

than
bought the house she lives in in 1831, three years
after she came to Sarasota. The
door were built in 1923 and still share & common

and one next

Lam'ei,‘ OakGleSidents See /‘Positive F utﬁre

“It has glways hqn & convenient location. | was
five minutes from work and dnuwmyehurrhl!-‘lm
United Methodist) nn:“:o downtown,” u;

+ wheo also has an active sy
mmﬁﬁhnﬂmd m. “T attend ang .aa-h.e
I can, tlhvelnh:w:hewmmmmn(
people.”

A member of the younger generation Lisa Mirabel.
B mnuhurafd;!nmu”ﬁm&;nylh borhood.
She has lived eight years in cung Apartments
on Morrill. 'mnmbmhbyth:mnudllmh
an!n # longtime Sarasota schooltéacher and Mira.
belli's landlord until she died Fecently.

“The neighborhood houses are charming and
there's some green space wumwayrromme
stress of downtown,” said Mirsbetli, who works in the
nay planni “1 feel & small-community lmb)-

mﬁa my homew-n Woodstock,” N.Y.,

handsome two-story
ather built in 1941 on the mmprof
When she first came to Sarasota in
1927, she lived a few doors away in the Louise
Aplnmmu enliarged in recent years to become &
ior Meadow:

It has Bﬂzﬂ & convenient location for Bradley ahd
she has had many of the same neighbors fd yearzr—
She's glad neighbarhood
being held again at lh! Lnurv{ Street church, Gmt
Fellowship. Several 1940s houses next to the church
have been renovated md colarfully painted as the Key
West Vilias renta! units

“The neighborhood is lemng better. Most peaple
keep their places real nice and some of the others are
getting fixed up,” Bradley said. “'But I was sickened
when we lost the Gillespie house. Developers couldn't
wait to tear it down. At least the association is seeing
that it will be well-planted *'
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an Open House? Be sure to feature your
largest number of prime home buyers
special advertisement will reach over
readers. Phone the Classtﬁed Department at the

see your Account Representatxve.
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